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Abstract

It is the style through which an author conveys his
message to the reader, hence style is one of the essential
components of a literary work. The quality of a style lies in the
literary talent of a writer such as creative power, ingenuity, and
the ability to employ the resources of language for the realization
of artistic effects. Sinhalese prose writers have created numerous
unique prose styles throughout the history of prose literature.
This research is aimed to explore the nature, development, and
identical features of literary styles at the beginning of Sinhalese
prose literature (Anuradhapura era). Eventhough here is evidence
to support that the writing took place since the 3™ century B.C, no
literary work existed to study its style from the beginning of the
literature except the few Hela commentary quotations found in
Dampiya Atuva Getapada and 150 small prose passages recently
found from Sigiriya. Both Helatuva and Sigiri prose passages
are written in contemporary Sinhalese and portray a plain style.
Conciseness, practicing short sentences, and usage of derived
and local vocabulary are among the major features of this style.
The style of the prose passages in Dampiya Atuva Getapathaya is
similar to the above style, but shows a great deal of development
in terms of vocabulary, phonology, and syntax. The finest form
of prose style in Anuradhapura era can be seen in Sikavalanda
ha Sikhavalanda Vinisa and Heranasikha ha Heranasiksha
vinisa. The prose style of these works is characterized by the
predominant use of short sentences, simple and local vocabulary,
expressiveness, the employment of rhythemic patterns, skillful
use of sounds, concreteness, less use of literary devices. The
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influence of Pali also played a vital role in the development of
prose styles. Authors, however, have not followed Pali style
blindly instead they have developed their own style by showing
excellent command of the language and creativity. This study
reveals that the style of Sinhalese prose has developed from the
early style characterized by simplicity and conciseness to a more
perfect form expressive style while maintaining its simplicity
alone with the light of Pali style.

Key-words: Prose Style, Style, Stylistics, Sinhalese Prose
Literature
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