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Use of Chandolankara and Scholarly Essay Writing:
The Tendency of Pali Literary Authors in the Dambadeniya

Period
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01. Abstract

The Dambadeniya literary period is considered a
significanterain Paliliterature due to the emergence of various
literary genres. One of the key developments of this period
was the introduction of Pali Chandas (prosody) and Alankara
Shastra (poetid). Additionally, new literary forms, including
Pali Ayurvedic literature, emerged during this time. This
research examines how Chandas and Alankara Shastra were
utilized in Pali literature during the Dambadeniya period. It
also explores the newly introduced literary genres and their
influence on Pali scholarship. A detailed analysis of two key
texts, Vuttodaya and Subodhalankara, provides insights into
the use of poetic and stylistic elements. Furthermore, the
study investigates how Chandas and Alankara are applied
in major works such as the Mahavamsa and Samanthakuta
Vannana. Another significant focus of this research is the
study of scholarly treatises from this era, with a special
emphasis on Bhesajjamanjusa, a medical compendium
that represents the expansion of Pali literature into new
fields. Findings suggest that while Chandas and Alankara
Shastra gained prominence during the Dambadeniya period,
Pali poets followed a Sanskrit-inspired literary approach.
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Additionally, the emergence of Pali medical literature
indicates a broadening of Pali literary expression beyond
traditional religious texts. As a result, the Dambadeniya
period stands out as a crucial phase in Pali literary history,
marking a revival of Pali scholarship after the Anuradhapura
period. This study highlights the period’s role in shaping the
evolution of Pali literature by incorporating diverse literary
elements and fEtering intellectual advancements in Buddhist
literary traditions.

Keywords: Alankara Shastra (Poetid), Bhesajjamanjusa,
Chandas (Prosody), Dambadeniya Period, Pali Literature
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