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A Study of Peace Education
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Abstract

Peace education as a series of "teaching encounters"
that draw from people Their desire for peace, Nonviolent
alternative for managing complicit, Skills for critical analysis of
structural arrangements that produce and legitimize injustice and
inequality. James Page suggests peace education be thought of
as "encouraging a commitment to peace as a settled disposition
and enhancing the confidence of the individual as an individual
agent of peace; as informing the student on the consequence of
war and social injustice; as informing the student on the value
of peaceful and just social structures and working to uphold or
develop such social structures; as encouraging the student to
love the world and to imagine a peaceful future; and as caring
for the student and encouraging the student to care for others".
Often the theory or philosophy of peace education has been
assumed, but not articulated. Johan Galtung suggested in 1975
that no theory for peace education existed and there was clearly
an urgent need for such theory. More recently there have been
attempts to establish such a theory. Joachim James Calleja
has suggested that a philosophical basis for peace education
might be located in the Kantian notion of duty. James Page has
suggested that a rationale for peace education might be found
in virtue ethics, consequentialist ethics, conservative political
ethics, aesthetic ethics, and care ethics. Robert L. Holmes claims
that a moral presumption against violence exists among civilized
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nations. On the basis of this presumptive prohibition, he outlines
several philosophical values, including pacifism, relevant to
the nonviolent resolution of international conflicts. Since the
early 20th century, "peace education" programs around the
world have represented a spectrum of focal themes, including
anti-nuclearism, international understanding, environmental
responsibility, communication skills, nonviolence, conflict
resolution techniques, democracy, human rights awareness,
tolerance of diversity, coexistence, and gender equality.

Keywords: Conflict, Education, Encourage, Ethics, Peace
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