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Invasion of Kalinga Magha and Decline of the
Polonnaruwa Kingdom
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Abstract

The Polonnaruwa Kingdom, which prevailed more
than two centuries declined due to the invasion of Kalinga
Magha who came from India. Although his name itself
imply that his motherland was Kalinga, modern Orissa,
but historical sources say that his army consisted of Kerala
and Malala soldiers. Vijayabahu I, Parakramabahu I and
Nissankamalla of the kingdom was powerful, but since the
death of Nissankamalla, the rulers who obtained the throne
by assassinating or dethroning one another within a short
period, created unstable political situation all over the
country. Meanwhile the struggle between the Pandya and
Kalinga royal families led to weaken the political, economic,
social and religious stability of the country. At the same
time the powerful commanders of the army tried to make
puppet rulers over the throne and rule the country. Under this
situation the path was opened to Kalinga Magha to invade
Sri Lanka and to dispel Parakrama Pandya, who was ruling
in Polonnaruwa. After obtaining power, Magha behaved like
a tyrannical ruler and his crudeness caused to destroy the
ordinary situation of the country. The most important thing
is that none of the invaders who invaded the country earlier
haven’t act like Kalinga Magha. The destruction made by



246 eRVED eLBwy DOURBD @6 ogmn

him finally led the kingdoms of the dry zone declined and
decentralization the ruling centers to the South- Western
region.

Keywords. Polonnaruwa kingdom, Kalinga Magha, dry
zone, decentralization, south-western region
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