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Role of Rulers in Dambadeniya era on Sasana
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Anumber ofunique actions such asrevision of Sangha
and compilation of discourses were carried out by the four
rulers, viz, Vijayabahu III, Parakramabahu II, Vijayabahu
IV and Bhuvanekabahu I in Dambadeniya kingdom in order
to restore the religious tradition and its membership in this
country, which had been severely degraded and confused due
to the brutal actions of Kalinga Magha and his forces.The
rulers of Dambadeniya received generous patronage to uplift
the well-being of the Sangha through religious discourse
and Sangha amendments. Meanwhile, for the perpetuation
of Sasana, construction of Dalada palace, Sanghavasa,
renovation of existing monastery complexes and Stupas, as
well as taking care of the Sanghas’ facilities and donating
village land to temples were done by the above-mentioned
four rulers without delay. The research problem is that
through the Sangha amendments and Sangha revisions made
on the patronage of the rulers of Dambadeniya was influenced
for an expected good life of Sangha at that time. The aim of
this research is to identify the deterioration of the country's
political tradition during the Dambadeniya kingdom period
and to find out the contribution made by the royal rulers
of that kingdom to restore the state. The research method
here is to compare the facts contained in the literary source
such as Pujavaliya, Dambadeni Katikavata, Mahavansa,
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Nikaya-sangraha and the contemporary inscription source
such as Naranbedda, Devuandara, Galapata on historical
experimental context.

It can be explained from the Sangha amendments
which are considered to have been made during the periods
of'the rulers Vijayabahu III and Parakramabahu II, that due to
the strict repressive policy of Kalinga Magha and specifically
the lack of state support for the monks community, there
was a severe deterioration in the Sasana of this country.
The rulers of Dambadeniya gave their generous support by
compiling Sangha revisions and amendments in order to
avoid that degraded situation and to clean up the Sasana,
and to compile books including the Tripitaka to preserve
the Dharma. Undeterred by that, the rulers of Dambadeniya
implemented a special program for the protection of Dalada
Relid and the Bowl (patra) of the Buddha. For the welfare
of the Gramavasi and Arafifiavasi monks, the construction
of Pirivenas, the restoration of old temples, the donating
lands and the granting of various titles like Mahasami and
Pirivenpati were also done. With these unique measures
adopted by the rulers of Dambadeniya, it can be seen that
the religious tradition of this country has been restored.

Keywords: Sangha amendments, decline, monastic society,
Sasana tradition, Sangha revisions
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