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The Role of Wilbagedara Rala in Establishment of the
Siyam Upasampada
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Abstrsct

In the early period of the Kandyan Kingdom, monks
from the Rakkhanga established higher ordination twice in Sri
Lanka. But the Rakkhanga Upasampada did not last long. In this
background, the modern Buddhist renaissance began, and the
Siyam Upasampada established in Sri Lanka under the leadership
of Welivita Saranankara Thero. Therefore, envoys were sent to
Siyam twice with King Sri Vijaya Rajasingha's patronage. But
it failed due to various reasons. For the third time, the envoys
sent to Siam with the patronage of King Kirti Sri Rajasingha
succeeded in bringing Siamese monks to Sri Lanka. The Dutch
sponsored it. Wilbagedara Rala, who left for Siam twice,
made an essential contribution to the success of this mission.
The literature source study was used as the research method
to investigate the role of Wilbagedara Rala in establishing
the Siam Upasampada. Wilbagedara Rala was chosen for this
mission of being a friend of Saranankara Samanera, an expert in
18 languages, and dedicated to succeeding in his duties without
wavering in the face of various obstacles and challenges. The
Syama Varnanava and the report on the Syama mission, which
he composed, reveal extensive information about this.
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