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A study on considering the Sidat Sangarava, composed dur-
ing the Dambadeniya period, as the first work in the
Sinhala grammatical tradition

200006 BB 8w

Abstract

According to the available evidence, Sidatsangara
is considered the oldest Sinhala grammatical work. It is
believed to have been written in the Dambadeniya period.
While current grammarians have several views about
Sinhala grammar, the ideas in Sidatsangara are being taken
into consideration because it is the oldest available evidence
of the Sinhala grammatical tradition. However, there are
ideas about a grammatical tradition and grammatical works
in Sinhala prior to Sidatsangara. This article examines
how these ideas help us understand the ancient Sinhala
grammatical tradition. Books on Sinhala language studies
were used in this study, with the main focus on editions
of Sidatsangara. Several editions were used because there
were different views among editors. Some instances show
that Sidatsangara quotations reflect a prior grammatical
tradition. Scholars say that thEe quotations can be considered
responses to some points in a prior grammatical tradition.
Sidat has been considered 'sangara' because it was compiled
by collecting ideas from a prior grammatical tradition. The
name of a book called 'Hela Sada Lakuna' was found in other
writings, which helps to assume the existence of a prior
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grammatical tradition. These points are discussed separately
in this article, and it was identified that there was indeed a
Sinhala grammatical tradition and grammatical works prior
to Sidatsangara.

Keywords: Dambadeni period, Hela sada lakuna,
Sidatsagara, Sinhala grammar, Vedeha Thero
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