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Art of Polonnaruva
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Abstract

Polonnaruva became the second capital city of Sri
Lanka because of Chola inventions. The Cholas occupied
at Polonnaruva after ransacked Anuradhapura which
had been the capital of Sri Lanka for 14 hundred years.
Polonnaruva was the Chief administrative centre of Cholas
for over 5 decades from 1017-1070. King Vijayabahu
the Great liberated the country from Cholas in 1070 and
united it under the Polonnaruva kingdom. After his demise
in 1110 CE , the Polonnaruva felt into a chaotic situation
which lasted till Parakramabahu the Great came to power in
1155 CE. There were 17 kings and queens at Polonnaruva,
but only Vijayabahu, Parakramabuhu and Nissankamalla
were the only significant rulers of the period. The period
after Nissankamalla till the Kalinga Magha’s inversion in
1215, Polonnaruva was in unstable political situation. This
political instability effected for the every aspects of religious
and socioeconomic fabric of the kingdom. It has affected
art as well. The present study is aiming to study how this
political situation was effected to art works such as paintings
and sculptures of Polonnaruva period.

Field observation and literature survey adhered
as the methodology for this study. Both primary sources
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and secondary sources were utilized in this regard. As a
result, it could be understood that the political situation was
highly influence for art work of Polonnaruva. Almost every
masterpieces of art were shaped by the strong political
authority and some insignificance work of art also reflected
the instability of political condition of the period.

Keywords: Polonnaruva Period, Art work, Sculpture,
Paintings, Political Situation
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