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The religious background of the Polonnaruwa era
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Abstract

11™and 12" Centuries are considered as Polonnaruwa
period in history of Sri Lanka. There were number of rulers
in Polonnaruwa period. According to Sasanavansa and
Mahavansa. There were various religious in that period.
In addition to Buddhism there were number of religious
as hindunism and worshiping of various Gods. Hindunism
spared rapidly due to Chola invention to Sri Lanka. The
Kings also in Polonnaruwa period supported the hindunism.
As a result of that some of the rituals in hindunism mixed to
Buddhism. The image of the bull appeared in the moonstone
belongs to Anuradhapura period was removed from the
moonstone belongs to Polonnaruwa period. As a result of
influence of hindunism in Polonnaruwa period. The religion
of Islam was prevailed in the areas of Colombo, Galle,
Beruwala.The worshiping of Bodhisattawa was also appeared
in the Pollonaruwa period. Some archaeological evidence
have been discovered to confirm that there were Mahayana
Buddhism also in the Polonnaruwa period. Critical study of
primary and secondary sources has been used as a research
method to collect the information. The main objective of this
research is to discover various religious tradition prevailed
in Pollonanaruwa period. Out of the religion prevailed in
Polonnaruwa period hindunism had become more popular.
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