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A Study on the Origin of Sinhala Sandesha Poetry and its
evolusion
(From the inception to the Kotte Era)

Y @1l »Be0Ged e B
Abstract

The history of ‘Sandesha’ which means ‘the message’
dates back to deep into history. Different views on the origin of
Sandesha literature are indicated. Sanskrit and Chinese literature
hashad a greatimpacton the origin ofthe Eastern Sandesha poetry.
It is Meghadutha of Kalidasa that has been praised by scholars
as the first Sandesha poetry. And, said book has had a direct
impact on the origin of Sinhala Sandesha poetry. Later, Tamil
and Malayalam Sandesha poetry has influenced to form Sinhala
Sandesha poetry. Scrutiny of aims and objectives in Sinhala
Sandesha poetry suggests it has independent characteristics.
Once Sandesha literature became popular, Sanskrit critics set
rules for its perpetuity. It is difficult to come into conclusions
about the origin of Sinhala Sandesha poetry. Books like the
Sidath Sangara and the Elu Sades Lakuna consist of extracts of
ancient Sandesha poetry. The remaining earliest Sandesha has
been written in Gampala period. Scholars are of different views
about the erudition of Sandeshas, Mayura Sandesha and Thisara
Sandesha. . This articles investigates the structure and content of
the earliest Sandeshas, Mayura Sandesha and Thisara Sandesha.

Key Words:- Gampora era, Thisara Sandesha, Mayura Sandesha,
Megha Duthaya, Sinhal Sandesha Literature
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