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The sacred tooth relic culture of the Dambadeniya
period
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Abstact

This study investigates the formative stages of the
sacred Tooth Relic culture in Sri Lanka, with a specific focus
on its establishment and burgeoning significance during the
Dambadeniya period. Examining the historical context of
the Tooth Relic's arrival, precipitated by internal political
instability within the Kalingu kingdom of India and the
perceived need for its protection, this research analyzes the
initial, uninvited introduction of this venerated object to
the island. Drawing upon primary Pali chronicles and the
Datavamsa, attributed to Venerable Dharmakirti, this analysis
elucidates the circumstances surrounding the clandestine
journey of Prince Dantha and Princess Hemamala, disguised
as Brahmins, and their arrival in Sri Lanka during the reign
of King Kithsiri Mevan. Furthermore, this study highlights
the initial lodging of the relic within a Dewalaya, a crucial
detail that underscores the nascent stages of its integration
into the Sinhala Buddhist society. Understanding the genesis
of the Tooth Relic tradition is paramount for comprehending
its subsequent role as a potent symbol of royal legitimacy,
religious authority, and national identity in Sri Lanka.
This research sheds light on the unexpected origins of a
cultural phenomenon that profoundly shaped the socio-
political landscape, particularly during the Dambadeniya
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era, influencing statecraft, religious practices, and artistic
expressions. By examining this foundational period, this
study contributes to a deeper understanding of the enduring
legacy of the sacred Tooth Relic in Sri Lankan history.
This research resides within the interdisciplinary fields
of Sri Lankan History, Buddhist Studies, and Cultural
Anthropology. It explores the intricate interplay between
political events, religious beliefs, and the development of
cultural practices associated with a significant religious
artifact. The primary objects of this research encompass the
sacred Tooth Relic itself as a tangible historical and religious
artifact, alongside the Pali chronicles that document early Sri
Lankan history and the relic's arrival. The Datavamsa serves
as a key textual source detailing the initial events, while the
socio-political environment of both the Kalingu kingdom
and Sri Lanka during the transitional periods leading up to
and encompassing the early Dambadeniya influence forms
a crucial contextual backdrop for this investigation. This
study employs a historical-critical methodology, involving:
In-depth examination of primary textual sources, including
Pali chronicles and the Datavamsa, to extract and interpret
information regarding the Tooth Relic's arrival and initial
placement. Situating the events within their broader
historical, political, and religious contexts in both India
and Sri Lanka to understand the motivations, actions, and
implications of the relic's introduction.

Keywords: Sacred Tooth Relic, Dambadeniya, Pali
chronicles, Cultural Origins
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