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[An Analytical Study of the Adinnadana Parajika]

Abstract

This research explores the traditional
and modern interpretations of the
Adinnadana Parajika rule within the
Buddhist Vinaya, which prescribes
expulsion from the monastic order for
committing theft. The study begins with
a textual examination of the Vinaya
Pitaka and its commentarial literature,
including authoritative interpretations
found in the Atthakatha and Tika. These
sources clarify the doctrinal meaning of
adinnadana (taking what is not given)
and its implications for the preservation
of moral discipline within the monastic
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community. In addition to the
traditional exegesis, the research also
identifies and evaluates the perspectives
of modern scholars, who analyze
this rule from historical, ethical, and
socio-cultural standpoints. Particular
attention is given to how the notion of
property, ownership, and morality in
Buddhist monastic law intersects with
contemporary legal systems and social
values. By comparing the canonical and
commentarial explanations with modern
academic interpretations, the study
highlights both points of continuity and
areas of divergence in understanding.
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