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Abstract

Suttanipata, which is one of the oldest
texts in the Pali Canon, occupies a
unique position in Buddhist literature
as a rich repository of early Buddhist
teachings presented in prose and verse
forms. Indeed, the Suttanipata provides
profound teachings related to the ethical
society and social justice. Everyone
knows that the current society is not a
good one because most religious leaders
and governors grow racialist among the
people. On the other hand, they have
already destroyed the noble qualities
in this society in order to achieve their
cruel expectations. Therefore, depraved
activities have been increased in this
society. This problem can be seen not
only currently, but also in old India.
According to Buddhism, the people who
were living in India had been divided
into four parts by Brahmanas, and
racialist was increased among people.
In Vasettha Sutta, the Buddha explains

Medawachchiye Sanaghananda’

the nature of human beings according
to biology and has been criticized the
teachings of the Brahmanas. In Vasala
Sutta, the Buddha reveals that anyone
never become noble or low in their birth,
but they become noble or low because
of their deeds. This sutta highlights the
equanimity of the Buddha. Apart from
that, the Buddha's teachings related to
social justice can be seen in Parabhava
Sutta and Metta Sutta. Protecting the
Five Precepts (Paficasila) is crucial to
develop the welfare and morality of
the society, therefore, the importance
of protecting Five Precepts can be seen
in Dhammika Sutta, Hemavata Sutta,
and Amagandha Sutta. These suttas
declare loving-kindness, how people
should live without harming others, and
protecting other's rights. In conclusion,
following these Buddhist concepts is
crucial to eradicate racialist, impurity
and build up morality and social justice
for all creatures.
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