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The beginning of the Dambadeniya Kingdom
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Abstract

The primary objective of this article is to investigate
the establishment of the Dambadeniya Kingdom, the factors
that contributed to its formation, and the revival of social,
cultural, religious, and educational spheres during this era,
utilizing both primary and secondary sources.

When examining history, it is evident that the
kingdoms of the country have relocated for various reasons,
including struggles among royalty, natural disasters, internal
conflicts, and foreign invasions. Polonnaruwa, which was
the second kingdom of Sri Lanka, collapsed due to the
invasion of Kalinga Magha in 1215, which stands out as
the mEt significant reason among many. Consequently,
Dambadeniya became the third kingdom. King Vijayabahu
Il was instrumental in establishing this kingdom. It is
located in the Udukaha Basnahira Korale of the Dambadeni
Hathpattu in the Kurunegala District of the Northwestern
Province, approximately 18 miles southwest of Kurunegala.
The primary factor in selecting this location was security,
particularly its suitability as a base of operations for future
attacks from Magha's forces in Rajarata. Under the leadership
of King Vijayabahu III, there was a revival of religious,
cultural, and educational pursuits.
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