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Abstract

In Sanskrit Mahakavya literature (the great kavya epic)
the Kumarasambhava of Kalidasa is considered one of his
profound works. When it comes to defining 'mahakavya', there
are several criteria developed by Sanskrit literary critics. Dandin
is one of them. In his Kavyadarsa, he explains mahakavya-
laksana (characteristics of mahakavya) in detail. This study is
based on only those criteria. Dandin, a post-Kalidasa poet, lived
in 7-8 cent. CE. There is no doubt that when he developed these
criteria, he must have used the works of previous mahakavya
writers like A§vaghosa, Kalidasa etc. Since the Kumarasambhava
is a major work of Kalidasa, this composition must also have
been used in formulating mahakakavya-laksana. In this study,
the main focus is on how to analyze the maha kavya-lakshana
in the Kumarasambhava according to the rules compiled by
Dandin. The Kumarasambhava consists of 17 sargas (cantos).
There are many controversies regarding the number of sargas
among Sanskrit scholars. However, the commonly recognized
number is 17. The first 08 chapters of the Kumarasamnbhava are
thought to have been composed by Kalidasa and the rest by one
of his colleagues or a student. Therefore, in this study, I take into
account only the first 08 chapters. I attempt to explicate every
mahakavya-lasksana with reference to the Kumarasambhava
in this study. Some of those characteristics cannot be seen in
the first 08 chapters. I have provided some necessary analytical
explanations for some words, concepts etc., where required
within the text or in footnotes. In conclusion, Kalidasa was
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an unconstrained poet who expressed his ideas without bias.
Further, when we compare Dandin's mahakavya-laksana with
Kalidasa's Kumarasambhava, it also appears as a great piece of
work, though it lacks some of those characteristics.

Key-words: Sanskrit Literature, Sanskrit mahakavya literature,
Kumarasambhava, mahakavya-laksana (characteristics of
mahakavya)
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