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An Introduction to Plato's Moral Philosophy
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Abstract

A disciple of Socrates, a revolutionary philosopher
found in the history of Western philosophy, Plato has always
been an influential philosopher and is considered the first
truly systematic thinker of Western intellectual culture. Like
many other ancient philosophers, Plato maintains a virtue-
based eudemonistic conception of ethics. That is, happiness
or well-being eudemonia is the highest goal of moral thought
and behavior, and virtue excellence should be evident in it.
Plato presents ethics as a template for doing right and living a
good life. According to Plato, he questions why most people
think about goodness wrongly but not about happiness. The
answer lies in the concept of happiness, which has so far
been presented as eudemonia. Plato's moral thought is then
structured by a broad eudaemonist assumption. His main
concern is to challenge many people's ideas about goodness.
Because this is where they go disastrously wrong in trying
to live a happy life. Many people think that jealousy is of
little benefit or a hindrance to happiness. Plato considers
this completely wrong. Plato posits that people can hope to
be happy only by being virtuous. Accordingly, this article
discusses the idea of ethics presented by Plato.
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