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A Cultural reflection of Magama city reveled by ancient bead
analysis

M.P. Hansamali
Abstract

Beads can be considered a very important archaeological
evidence in the study of the story of early man. Beads are reported
from many archaeological sites in today's contemporary world.
Butthe functional purpose ofthe beads used by ancient man cannot
be determined. The ancient town of Magama in the southern
province is one of the most important places where ancient beads
are found in Sri Lanka. This research was conducted by analyzing
151 beads from the series of archaeological excavations carried
out by Prof. Raj Somadeva at eight locations (Kirindagoda,
Kirinda Fort, Allegala, Tabarawa, Polbidinawala, Valagampattu,
and Adalla) belonging to the Lower Kiridioya Basin. The
aim of this research was to identify the beads and analyze the
beads using the same sample of beads. The research problem
was: What cultural characteristics of the ancient Magama city
can be revealed by the analysis of bead samples? The research
methodology was to study the sample of beads under variations
of form, material and size and use literature sources to confirm
the information. The study of Magama ancient beads identified
characteristics of foreign relations, uniqueness of raw material
use, technical ability, ritual, political stability, and decline and
urbanization.
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