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[Exploring Key Themes of Ecocriticism in Modern Sinhala
Poetry of the 1980s: A Study of Selected Works by Parakrama
Kodithuwakku and Nandana Weerasinghe]

Abstract

Ecocriticism is an interdisciplinary
approach that emerged in Western
literature around the turn of the 20th
century. While ecocriticism remains
a relatively new lens in Sri Lankan
literary discourse, it has been applied
more frequently to the modern Sinhala
novel than to poetry. Consequently, this
study seeks to address the question:
What are the prominent themes of
environmental criticism in selected
works of modern Sinhala poetry from
the 1980s? This research adopts a case
study method, focusing on the work
of two poetsParakrama Kodithuwakku
and Nandana Weerasinghe who
transformed various environmental
phenomena of the 1980s into poetic
expressions. The selected poems serve

M.A. Dishan Madushanka'

as key texts for analysis.The findings
reveal that Parakrama Kodithuwakku’s
poems, such as ‘Sinhajara Wadapala
Gana Pethsamak’, ‘Aluth Para Mata
Hinen Pennenne’, and ‘Wathura
Ekka Yama’, highlight themes like
deforestation and rural development,
which emerged as major environmental
issues during that decade. Similarly,
Nandana Weerasinghe, in poems
such as ‘Kolaniye Awanaduwa’ and
‘Kanthara Gamaka Upatha’, explores
the crisis of rural water resources and
the commercialization of agricultural
land.  Although both poets are
theoretically influenced by leftist
ideology,Parakrama  Kodithuwakku’s
approach to environmental themes
appears more radical in comparison
to the more nuanced tone found in the
works of Nandana Weerasinghe.
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