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[An investigative study of the Bodahara caste associated with the
Great Bodhi]

Abstract

The arrival of Mahinda has made
a significant contribution to the
development of Sri Lankan culture.
The cultural elements that emerged
accordingly formed the basis for a
new belief system and sociocultural
background. The propagation of the
Dharma in Sri Lanka and the planting
of the Sri Maha Bodhi can be pointed
out as the most important tasks among
them. Not only the Bodhi, but also the
Bodhisattva generation and various
craft classes that came with it have also
contributed to the caste differentiation
of Sri Lankan society. Its value can be
understood in the comparative analysis
of the concept of Bodhi with Buddhist
literary sources and other literary
sources. Its historical value can be
understood in the fact that information
about the arrival of the Sri Maha Bodhi
to Sri Lanka is mentioned in numerous
literary sources. The social varieties of
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the Bodhisattva castes and caste classes
associated with Bodhi are mentioned in
various literary sources. There are also
numerical discrepancies in the number
of people who came. Among the duties
assigned to this group, although many
caste ranks known by different names
were engaged in service in connection
with the Maha Bodhi, at present all
these tasks are performed by only
one caste rank known as Villidura.
That caste rank can be identified as
a lineage that came from the Dunuwa
caste rank among the chronicled caste
ranks, and their physical features, their
difference from the common human
characteristics of Rajarata, and their
inherent behavioral elements can be
identified as the remnants of a foreign
culture. They have also been given
temple and village grants in return for
the service duties they perform for the
Sri Maha Bodhi, and the way in which
those lands were leased is confirmed by
the oldest existing genealogical records.
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