
	

08th International Buddhist Conference of Bhiksu University of Sri Lanka - 2024

490

Digital Transformation in Buddhist Libraries: A Literature 
Study
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Introduction 

Whereas Buddhist libraries conventionally used manual cataloging and 
physical preservation, nowadays they, too, have joined the race in adopting 
advanced digital technologies: digitization, online access platforms, and digital 
preservation techniques that facilitate accessibility to rare texts, preserve fragile 
manuscripts, and broaden educational outreach. At the same time, however, 
there are some challenges at each step of today's digital transformation process: 
technological barriers, cultural resistance, and financial constraints. It reviews the 
literature on successes and challenges of digital integration in Buddhist libraries 
and provides an overall view of the existing state of the digital transformation to 
spell out future research directions.

Objectives 

	• To assess how digital tools - digitization, online access systems, and  
	 technologies of digital preservation - are used within Buddhist libraries.

	• To assessment of the impact of digital transformation on the accessibility  
	 and preservation with respect to user engagement in the perspective of  
	 the Buddhist libraries.

	• To identify and discuss various challenges and barriers that Buddhist  
	 libraries face in view of technology changes, including issues related to  
	 technology, culture, and cost.

	• To examine some case studies of Buddhist libraries that have already  
	 successfully adopted digital technologies and those that have had  
	 difficulties, in order to provide practical insights and lessons learned.

	• To recommendations for future research and practice concerning  
	 emerging trends in the digitization of Buddhist libraries.
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Literature Review 

The literature review on the digital transformation in the Buddhist 
libraries portrays how technology adoption has transformed the manner in which 
management and dissemination are effected on the Buddhist texts. This includes, 
among others, the digital cataloging system, improving access and organization 
of manuscripts, and the techniques for digital preservation of texts by high-
resolution imaging and metadata creation to protect fragile texts for future 
generations. The digital repository and online access platforms have also expanded 
their use globally, allowing easy access and engagement with Buddhist texts by 
both scholars and practitioners alike. Lee & Kim (2020), Zhang (2019) Digital 
technologies have also enhanced educational outreach as interactive resources 
and virtual exhibitions can be made available to facilitate the accessibility and 
interactivity of Buddhist teaching. Chen et al. (2021), Kumar & Sharma (2018).

However, in Buddhist libraries, it faces several impediments, including 
old infrastructure, a lack of technical skills, cultural reluctance toward technology, 
and financial constraints. Reddy & Kumar, 2022; Gupta, 2020 The researchers 
said that future research is needed on new technologies which hold tremendous 
potential for the improvement of digital preservation and access in the future, 
including artificial intelligence and virtual reality. The listed challenges require 
ongoing efforts toward overcoming and devising strategies for overcoming the 
barriers in active digital integration.

Methodology 

This literature review employs a structured approach to investigate the 
concept of digital transformation in Buddhist libraries. Searches have been 
extensively carried out through various online academic databases, including 
Google Scholar, JSTOR, and ProQuest, using keywords such as "Digital 
Transformation," "Buddhist Libraries," and "Digitization." Ensuring relevance, 
only the selected studies on the issues of digital technologies in Buddhist 
libraries were chosen, based on which twenty peer-reviewed journal articles in 
recent years were selected for this review. Data from these studies were extracted 
regarding digital cataloging, preservation technologies, and online access 
systems. Thematic analysis identified common trends, benefits, challenges, and 
future directions. While the approach of this review is comprehensive, there is a 
limitation to English-language publications in this paper, and it is possible that 
relevant studies may have been missed. This methodology gives a systematic 
overview of the current practices and insight into the digital evolution of the 
libraries.
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Results and Discussion 

Similarly, this integration of digital technologies in Buddhist libraries 
demonstrates the power of interactive resources and virtual platforms for 
educational outreach. Studies carried out indicate that such digital tools as 
interactive exhibits and online educational programs are making Buddhist 
teaching more accessible and attractive to an audience wider than ever before. 
These technologies enable deeper learning and more interaction with the texts and 
allow a bridge between traditional practices and modern educational methods. 
However, in most cases, success of the project is dependent on dramatic barriers, 
such as resistance from traditionalists and lack of financial support that will 
interfere with the adoption and full utilization of digital resources at an adequate 
pace. Addressing these challenges and capitalizing on the benefits of digital 
advancements would amplify the effectiveness of the Buddhist libraries in the 
preservation and dissemination of the rich heritage.

Conclusion

Full implementation of digital systems will be effectively done in 
investing in modern infrastructure and staff training to overcome technological 
barriers. They need traditional stakeholders to be engaged on how to address 
cultural resistance as they will have to believe the benefit of digital technologies 
in preserving and sharing Buddhist heritage. It can diversify its funding through 
grants and partnerships for financial security, develop user-friendly digital 
resources and platforms to ensure better access and user experiences. Regular 
monitoring and evaluation of the undertaking initiatives will help in improving 
any weak points and ensuring that the successes achieved through the digital 
transformation are sustained.
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