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A Study on Ancient Bird hunting methods (Related to
Grama Niladhari Division of Gurubawilagama)
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Abstract

Traditional hunting methods in ancient Sri Lanka can be
identified island wide. Since in the past, different hunting methods
were used for hunting animals by hunters. Meanwhile hunting
traps and tools are very important for hunting animals. however,
Today these hunting methods are very rare. The villagers avoid
even training the new generation such hunting methods. This
research had been limited to each hunting methods of birds. This
survey has been selected in Gurubawilagama Gramaniladari
division which is located in Rathnapura district. The research
problem here was to investigate what do hunting methods used
for hunting birds in study area and how to use those methods?
And also this research paper is based on qualitative research
methodology. As a result of this research could identified eight
hunting methods for hunting birds. There are five hunting traps
and three tools among the methods. La idala, Pamala, Adi Ugula,
Kuda ataweema and Kulla ataweema are the hunting traps while
Gatalanuwa, Galdunna and Katapolla are the hunting tools.
Beside the Katapolla others can be introduced traditional hunting
system in Sri Lanka. Among this hunting methods beside the
La Idala, other can be hunted only one bird at on time. These
methods had been used in chenas and paddy fields. But these



coO®a 19

chenas and paddy field cultivation can not seen in this area in
the present. A summary it must be said that the above hunting
methods were very useful in hunting birds in the study area. Sri
Lanka jungleFowl (Galloperdix lafayettii), Jungle bush Quail
(perdicula asiatica), White- breasted Waterhen (Amaurornis
phoenicurus), Sri Lanka Woodpigeon (C. torringtoni), and
Spotted Dove (S Chinensis), can be seen as common hunting
brids.

Keywords: Bird Hunting, Traps, Gal Dunna, Gatalanuwa, La
idala
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