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An Analitycal Study on How the Author of Kavsilumina
used the Kusa Jataka as his source material

8. 9. e iC
Abstract

The major epic poem added to Sinhala literature
during the Dambadeniya period is Kavsilumina. Written by
King Parakramabahu II, it is based on the Kusajataka, which
is the 514th story in the Sinhala Jataka Katha Sangraha
(collection of Jataka tales). Since Kavsilumina is written in
accordance with the conventions of a major epic, the author's
intention was not to simply translate the source story as it
is into verse. Therefore, the Kusajataka was rendered into
verse as Kavsilumina with some parts retained as they were,
others omitted, and still others added and somewhat edited.
This reveals the differences, similarities, and sometimes
weaknesses between the Kusajataka and Kavsilumina. Thus,
the research problem here is to identify how the author
used the source story in writing Kavsilumina. The aim of
this research is to investigate how the Kusajataka from the
Jataka Katha Sangraha was edited when it was used as the
source for Kavsilumina. The research methodology used
is the qualitative method, where data is collected through
library observation, revisions of the Pansiya Panas Jataka
Potha (Five Hundred Fifty Jataka Book) and Kavsilumina,
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and research articles, journals, newspapers, and lecture
notes. Accordingly, the developed instances and weaknesses
of Kavsilumina compared to the Jataka story can be seen,
but overall, it appears that the Kavsilumina poet, compared
to other poets who engaged in versification based on Jataka
stories, has shown a clear proficiency in selecting appropriate
instances.

Key words: Dambadeniya, Kavsilumina, Kusajataka, Lyric
Poetry, Major Epic
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