1 PRABHASA
DO »ID»E: eRICW BUencm 8ac delanmw:
[Usage of Words; An Analysis of Buddhist Criteria]
Panamure Chandima'’
Abstract

The air stream that flows from the
human lungs strikes various points in
the mouth to produce different sounds.
These sounds combine to form words.
Humans exchange ideas with one
another through the use of words.
According to the teachings of the
Buddha, it is essential to be truthful in
speech. It is stated that a person becomes
hollow (empty) as a result of making
false statements. ("Rittan tucchan kho
Rahula, tesarh samanfiarh yesam tatthi
sampajana musavade lajja" Majjhima
Nikaya 2.130) Misuse of words can
lead to the breakdown of society,

and the Buddhist tradition emphasizes
that a person who misuses speech
through  false  speech, slander,
harsh words, (musavada,pisunavaca,
pharusavaca, samphappalapa) or idle
chatter is capable of committing any
wrongdoing. ("Vitinna paralokassa
natthi papam akariyamh" Dhammapada
Pali, p. 68) Accordingly, there is
arguably nothing as powerful as speech
in leading society toward good or evil.
Therefore, this study aims to investigate
the criteria used by the Buddha when
using words.
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