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A Study on Jain Ethics
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Abstract

Ethics is the study of the principles and values
that should guide human behavior, in order to promote the
common good and social justice. Ethics has been given
the meaning of good conduct, custom, habit, appropriate
customs, social rules and procedures. ‘Acdravidya’ in
Jainism is defined as Ethics in the English language. The
topic of ethics is discussed in many of the world's religious
philosophies. Among them, the Jain Philosophy, which is a
great philosophy that originated in India, also discusses about
ethics and it can be pointed out as the primary objective of
this research to inquire about it.

Ethics is a factor that changes individual behavior.
It also leads to create a moral society. Many scholars are
of the opinion that ethics started from the beginning of the
human society. And with the evolution of society, the ethics
have been evolved. Accordingly, with the emergence of
many philosophies in the world, ethics has become a major
topic. Jain Philosophy can be appreciated as a philosophy
that preached an ethical system to the world based on the
principle of Absolute Non-violence. At the time when
Jainism was introduced, prayers to gods and goddesses and
performing sacrifices, were prevalent in the Indian society. It
is clear how the Jain Philosophy has introduced a system of
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ethics to the society by excluding such useless things from
the society.

Jain Philosophy showed that the mind is not important
in ethics and gave the primacy to the bodily actions. It is
explained that, it is good to contemplate on moral virtues
and to abstain on performing bad actions through body, word
and mind. Animals should be shown mercy and kindness
without persecution. Telling truth, not stealing, eliminating
cravings by donating food and even donating clothes and
being naked have been shown as high virtues. It is clear
that, Jain Philosophies have tried to create a virtuous society
by introducing such a system of ethics. And the purpose of
this research is to examine whether the ethics are consisted
within the Jain Philosophy and the research problem relies to
examine the impact of it on the human society. This research
has been conducted using Primary and Secondary sources
as the main sources. It was realized, here that an ethical
system is needed to create a good society for the existing
social perversions and it can be proved that the Jain Ethics
has endeavored to gift a good ethical system to the society
by knowing it well.

Keywords: Ethics, Jain Ethics, Personal Conduct, Morality,
Society.
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