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Abstract

Sanskrit belongs to the Indo-European family of
languages. It is one of the three earliest ancient documented
languages that arose from a common root language now referred
to as Proto-Indo-European language: Vedic Sanskrit, Mycenaean
Greek and Ancient Greek. Vedic Sanskrit is the oldest language
of the Indo-Aryan subgroup of the Indo-European language
family. Sanskrit is the language derived from the Vedic language.
Our main aim is to investigate out how the Sanskrit spread in
ancient Sri Lanka. There are three main ideas about this matter.
It indicates that Sanskrit has existed in Sri Lanka since pre-
historic times. But there are only stories about it that can be
considered legends. It is also an acknowledgment that Sanskrit
spread in Sri Lanka after the Aryagamana. Some scholars think
that Sanskrit spread here after the arrival of the Mahayanists.
The purpose of this research is to study these three points to work
out the spread of Sanskrit in ancient Sri Lanka. Accordingly, the
research problem investigates how the Sanskrit came into use in
Sri Lanka. Content analysis is used as the research method here.

Key Words : Ancient Sri Lanka, Arrival of the Mahayana,
Aryagamana, King Ravana, Sanskrit Language
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