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Abstract

The Polonnaru Kingdom is the second kingdom of
Ceylon and the last kingdom of the Rajarata civilization.
The Polonnaru Kingdom emerged after the collapse of
the Anuradhapura Kingdom, but the region's history is
recognized to date back to prehistoric times. According to
literary sources, the Anuradhapura rulers also paid attention
to Polonnaruwa. There are many examples of the rulers
of Anuradhapura working to build temples and irrigations
to meet the religious and water needs of the Polonnaru
people, which gradually increased with population growth.
During the Anuradhapura era, Polonnaruwa was also an
administrative centre, as kings lived there from time to
time. During the Chola rule, Polonnaruwa became their
main administrative centre due to its location being very
helpful for them in taking care of the Rohana and Malaya
Areas. King Vijayabahu (1055-1110), who freed Ceylon
from Chola rule around 1070, had Anuradhapura restored.
However, considering the domestic and foreign challenges,
Polonnaruwa was still the main administrative centre. The
Polonnaru kingdom remained active until the invasion of
Kalinga Maga in 1215. Kalinga Maga, who gained power in
Polonnaruwa, stayed in Polonnaruwa until he was defeated
by King Parakramabahu II (1236-1270) of Dambadeniya,
according to chronicles. Accordingly, it should be accepted
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that Polonnaruwa was an administrative centre until around
1247.
Keywords: Polonnaruwa, Chola Rule, Vijayabahu the Great
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