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A comparative study of medieval Sri Lankan literature and
contemporary European literature (based on selected prose
works)

200006 Euosle aeRion

Abstract

Looking at the literary history of Medieval Sinhala
and European literature, it is clear that the literatures of both
these societies are the same in terms of objectives. Like the
Sinhalese society during the Medieval period, the European
society was completely enmeshed in religious traditions
and ideas. Finally, it is revealed that both these literary
societies understood that all art, including literature, should
be compEed of a universal work of interpretation. According
to the study methods of literary historians, the mEt popular
method is to classify literature into eras and focus on the
prominent features of each era. This is a common truth in the
context of Sinhala literature as well as in the context of world
literature. Any literary work is like a mirror that reflects the
current society on the essays of a certain era. This common
truth is evident in Sri Lankan media and contemporary
European literature no less.

Keywords: Middle ages, Medieval Sinhala Literature,
Medieval European Literature, Religion, Society
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