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[An Archaeological study on primitive paintings in Sri Lanka
based on Billewa and Thanthirimalei Archaeological sites]

Abstract

The primary rock art of Sri Lanka, often
identified as "Vedda Art" or "Primitive
Paintings," represents the earliest
cognitive and creative expressions of
the island’s prehistoric and protohistoric
inhabitants. This research examines
the stylistic and thematic evolution of
rock art, focusing on two prominent
sites: Thanthirimale and Billewa in
the North Central Province. The study
aims to categorize the motifs, analyze
the pigment technology, and interpret
the socioritualistic significance of these
drawings. Through a qualitative

Uduwila Uparathana'

archaeological survey and comparative
ethnographic analysis, the findings
suggest that these paintings are not
merely artistic but also served as
tools for hunting magic, ritualistic
communication, and territorial marking.
The research concludes that while most
art correlates with the transition from
the Mesolithic to the Early Iron Age,
their preservation is urgently required
to protect the evolutionary history of Sri
Lankan visual culture.
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