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On the Role of the Reforms of Prince Bosath Vijayabahu
for Stabilising the Dambadeniya Kingdom
08 DI®WI Qerldown

Absract

Dambadeniya was the third kingdom in Sri Lanka.
After the death of its founding ruler, King Vijayabahu III
(1232-1236), the father and son, Parakramabahu II (1236-
1270) and Vijayabahu IV (1270-1272), succeeded to the
throne, respectively, and ruled Dambadeniya. This study
aims to investigate the role of Prince BEath Vijayabahu, also
known as Vijayabahu IV, in stabilising the Dambadeniya
Kingdom. Historical methodology was applied, with special
reference to primary sources. According to the annals, when
Prince BEath Vijayabahu was selected for the throne, King
Parakramabahu II gave a list of tasks to perform. It includes
the renovation of the Ruwanmeli Dagaba, the restoration
of Polonnaruwa, the enshrinement of the Tooth Relic and
the Bowl Relic in Polonnaruwa, the performance of the
Abhisheka ceremony in Polonnaruwa, and the hEting of
the Upasampada ceremony in Dahasthota. Prince BEath
Vijayabahu successfully carried out these tasks by devising
a practical plan and enlisting the support of other members
of the royal family.

Keywords: Dambadeniya Kingdom, Parakramabahu II,
BEath Vijayabahu, Vijayabahu IV
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