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Abstract

Marking a significant juncture in the Sri Lankan
Buddhist order, the Abhayagiri temple complex, which separated
from the Mahavihara, evolved into a center for free thinkers,
welcoming both Theravada and Mahayana practitioners. This
study aims to examine the Mahayana concepts revealed through
the distinctive architectural constructions of the Abhayagiriya.
Data was collected through field studies, with a comparative
analysis of literature sources and archaeological records. During
the Anuradhapura period, Abhayagiriya, recognized as a major
Mahayana educational center in South Asia, is characterized
by several structures that deviate from traditional Sri Lankan
monastic features. These include the Dharanigriha, Abhishek
Mandapa, Prasada, Mahayana Stupa, Bodhisattva Pratimagruha,
and Dhatu Mandir. The Abhishek Mandapa was used for
the Buddha Abhishek, Bodhisattva Abhishek, and Bhikshu
Abhishek rituals of Mahayana Buddhism, while the Bodhisattva
Pratimagruha served as a pilgrimage site with Mahayana
Bodhisattva statues for those engaged in Bodhisattva practices.
Dharani Stones with Dharani Mantras, found around Dharani
Houses and Mahayana Stupas, are excerpts from Mahayana
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Sutras and were used as mantras for peace and protection.
The Dhatu Mandir at Abhayagiri exemplifies the efforts of the
Abhayagiri monks, who aimed to attract the public more than
the Mahaviharikas, by displaying sacred Buddhist objects.
It was an open space for the public to enshrine and venerate
the Buddha's tooth. The identified architectural constructions
reflect Mahayana concepts, and their continued existence is
also explored through research. This confirms that Mahayana
architectural elements were the main reason Abhayagiri became
renowned as a Mahayana center.

Keywords: Abhayagiriya, Mahayana, Architecture, Dharani,
Abhisheka
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