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Literary works that influenced the Buddhist rituals in the
Polonnaruwa era

@0, ©Ed 80w
Abstract

Buddhists' attitudes towards sacred objects and
related rituals have been developed due to the texts (books)
written during the Polonnaruwa Period and the commentaries
or interpretations added to the early texts. It can be identified
through the Vesaturuda Gatha Sannaya, Muvadevdavata,
Mahabodhivamsa  Granthipada, Dharmapradipika or
Mahabodhivamsa Parikatha, Amavatura, Sasadavata,
Jatakatthakatha Varnana, and Jataka Gatha Sannaya, which
have been specially studied regarding this research topic.
Sri Lankan Buddhists were fond of such a heroic way of
praise due to the praise of God by the Hindus and the praise
of the Bodhisattva by the Mahayana Buddhists during the
Polonnaruwa period. As a result, a composition style full of
devotional praise is also evident in the compositions of this
period. Therefore, due to such literary texts, the people were
led to worship the Buddha with a devotion that exceeded
faith. The objective of this research is to investigate those
books that have influenced the development of Buddhist
rituals in the Polonnaruwa period. The research problem
here is whether the literary works written in the Polonnaruwa
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period led to the development of Buddhist rituals. The main
research method in this study is text analysis. Furthermore,
due to the limitations of the research, only the written literary
works mentioned above were focused on in this study.

Keywords: Polonnaruwa Period, Buddhism, Texts,
Development, Rituals
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