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The caste system among the monks in Dambadeni
period: A study based on Dambadeni Kathikavatha

eMICHOE SOERwen 83
Abstract

The period of Dambadeni Kingdoms which started in
the 13th century was a period that was plagued by political
enemy invasions. At this time, there was also a serious
decline in the community of monks. As a result, 'Dambadeni
Kathikavata' was compiled. Although there is information
about the Dambadeni Kathikavatha and the decline of the
monk society, the caste system in the monk society at this
time has not been widely discussed. This research aims to
fill that research gap. Through the literary sources written in
the Dambadeni period, information about the caste system
of the monk society is also found. But this article focuses
only on the Dambadeni Kathikavatha. The research problem
here is how the caste system started in the monks' society in
the Dambadeni period. Here the Dambadeni Kathikavatha
was used as the primary source and the secondary source
was also consulted. Data was collected through library
research according to qualitative research methodology. The
caste system of the monastic community, which continues
to this day, begins in the Dambadeni period. Therefore, this
research is important to identify how caste was established
in the monk society at that time, and to understand how
caste in the monk society has evolved since then. Although
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there is no information about a caste among the monks in
the Polonnaru Kathikavatha, information is found about
a caste called 'Vessa' that existed during the reign of King
Devanampiyatissa as mentioned in the Mahavamsa. It could
be finally concluded that the South Indian social corporation
established in this country was inspired by the Chola
invasions of South India, the Kalinga Magha invasion and
the caste criticism of the monk society at this time in terms
of kinship.

Keywords: Caste, Dambadeni Kathikavatha, Dambadeni
period, Priesthood, Society of monks, Shasanika Kathikavath
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