DOIL: https://doi.org/10.4038/p.v15i2.20

PRAVACANA: The Journal of Bhiksu University of Sri Lanka, Vol. 15-Iss. I, Dec. 2024, 98-113.

0500 BE01nd w@ewud »idm QL cuwden SEAT YOIDELIBO
2OBBEE

[An Archaeological Study of the Military Equipment Used in the

Rajarata Civilization Period]

Abstract

The stability and peace of a political
environment play a crucial role in the
developmental trajectory of any nation.
Historical accounts and genealogical
records from Sri Lanka illustrate how
periods of political tranquility have
facilitated significant cultural and urban
developments. Notably, the reign of King
Vijaya marked the genesis of a more
structured urban culture, which indicated
further sophistication by the era of
Pandukabhaya.From the Anuradhapura to
the Polonnaruwa periods, both rulers and
commoners in Sri Lanka faced numerous
invasions. These challenging times
demanded robust defense mechanisms,
placing a significant onus on the role of
blacksmiths within the state apparatus.
These skilled artisans were pivotal in
manufacturing weapons, which were
critical for the state's survival and
governance.The prehistoric inscriptions
reveal that blacksmiths also played a

Ulpathagama Amitharathana'

vital role beyond weapon production.
They were involved in carving out
cave residences for monks and making
religious offerings, indicating their
integral role in both the secular and
religious aspects of life. These artisans
were referred to as "Kabara," a testament
to their esteemed position in society.
The importance of blacksmiths is further
underscored during the historical conflicts
such as the war between King Elara and
King Dutugemunu. Records from this
period mention the extensive use of
weapons and the melting of metals to
produce tools for warfare. Such accounts
highlight how critical iron extraction and
tool manufacturing were to the country's
defense  capabilities.This  historical
narrative confirms that the contribution
of iron workers went beyond mere
craftsmanship; they were indispensable
in shaping the security landscape of the
nation, thus playing a crucial role in the
development and sustenance of Sri Lanka
through turbulent times.
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