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Abstract

The Sigiri poems are a highly valuable
source in Sinhala literature. These poems
were composed by various individuals
who visited Sigiriya from different
regions during the 8% 9% and 10th
centuries AD. It is noteworthy that these
inscriptions display linguistic features
typical of the Middle Sinhala period,
as well as elements that reflect earlier
stages of the language. The primary
objective of this study is to examine the
verb forms of the conditional mood that
fall under transitive verbs found in the
Sigiri poems. Accordingly, the research
problem focuses on analysing the
structural patterns of these conditional
mood verbs in the Sigiri graffiti. A
qualitative research methodology was
employed, with Sigiri Graffiti compiled
by Senarath Paranavitana (1956)
serving as the principal secondary
source. In addition, relevant works on
the Sinhala language and grammar,
linguistic theory, research papers, and
academic journals were consulted to
establish the necessary theoretical

Indika Munaweera'
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framework. The data extracted from
secondary sources were analysed
through morphological theories in
linguistics. The data were categorised
under several aspects: identifying the
verb roots of the conditional mood,
examining phonemic alternations within
those roots, analysing verbs formed
through the combination of suffixes
and prepositions, and identifying other
distinctive features of conditional
mood verbs. Through this process,
the study explored the special uses of
suffixes and the extent to which these
forms have evolved into those used in
modern Sinhala. The findings of this
research make a significant contribution
to understanding the structure of
conditional mood verbs in the Sigiri
corpus, the nature of contemporary
Sinhala verb forms, and the evolutionary
development of the Sinhala language. It
can be concluded that the conditional
mood verbs used in Sinhala during
this period exhibit several distinctive
linguistic characteristics.
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