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Bad deeds: An Enquiry into Identifying as an Early Buddhist
Normative principle
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Abstract

This study explores the stance of viifilis
(wise individuals) as a normative
principle in Early Buddhist ethics,
particularly in defining morally good and
bad actions. Early Buddhist texts, while
often scattered in expression, provide a
foundation for a coherent and structured
ethical framework. There exists a close
connection between religion and ethics
in this tradition. According to Western
ethical studies, Early Buddhist ethics
can be recognized as a form of ethical
cognitivism, and several Western
scholars have highlighted their practical
value in addressing contemporary moral
dilemmas. Professor P.D. Premasiri
has identified Sapathata Thudu Dima
(Leading to happiness) and Swarnamaya
Rithiya (the golden rule) as Normative

ethical principles in Early Buddhism.
In this research argues that the stance
of viffits (wise individuals) should
also be acknowledged as a fundamental
normative principle in Early Buddhism,
particularly in defining morally good
and bad actions. The study adopts a
qualitative research approach, utilizing
content analysis of primary sources. The
findings confirm that Early Buddhism
recognizes the judgment of vifinds
as a meaningful standard in ethical
evaluation. The paper concludes that
incorporating this principle can further
enrich ethical models based on Early
Buddhist teachings, contributing to
both personal moral development and
broader social harmony.
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