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Rulers’ Contributions for the development of
Sasana in the Polonnaru era

0. 98. &. Dy e
Abstract

Due to the Chola invasions in 1017 AD, the kingdom
of Anuradhapura collapsed and the Rajarata region came
under the control of the Cholas and they chose Pulasitipura
or Polonnaruwa as the capital of their kingdom. Thus,
Polonnaru Kingdom that started in 1215 AD collapsed as a
result of the fierce invasion of Magha. During the Polonnaru
Kingdom, which existed for nearly two hundred years, many
rulers became king, but only a few rulers such as Maha
Vijayabahu, Maha Parakramabahu, and Nishankamalla
dedicated themselves to the perpetuation of Buddhism. All
other rulers devoted most of their reigns to securing their
thrones. This article will discuss the works and sacrifices
made by the rulers who were in the leadership of the
Polonnaru Kingdom for the advancement of Buddhism.

Maha Vijayabahu, Maha Parakramabahu and
Nishankamalla are the leading rulers of this kingdom
and all three of them restored many religious buildings
in different parts of the island which had been destroyed
and dilapidated due to foreign invasions, crises between
local leaders and various natural conditions. Thus, many
new religious buildings have been added in the Buddhist
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tradition as well as for the enjoyment of the Sangha. The
most important religious activities done by them are re-
establishing Higher Ordination of Monks, writing Tripitaka
texts, making unity among monks, revision of Sangha and
compilation of religious discourses. It can be understood
from clear observation that various sacrifice, constructions
and renovations made by the rulers mentioned above for
the betterment of Buddhism were able to create a great
awakening in the Buddhist culture as well as the Buddhist
tradition in this country.

Keywords: Buddhasasana, Upasampada, Sangasamaggi,
Katikavat, constructions
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